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PRAGJI DESAI
On learning that Mr. Pragji Desai who, as the editor of the
Nauqyug of Surat, was the other day sentenced to two years*
imprisonment with hard labour, was wasting and was not getting
proper food, I wrote1 to the Inspector General of Prisons inquiring
about Mr. Desai's condition. The following was his reply:
I have enquired into the allegations regarding Mr. P. K. Desai.
1.    It is true that his weight has fallen from 138 Ibs. on admission
to 128 Ibs. now.   But as he is unduly obese this can hardly be regarded
as a ground for complaint.   He is still 17 Ibs. above the normal weight of
a man of his height.
2.    He is not isolated from the rest of the prisoners. A convict night
watchman is always with him and they work together.    He is also within
sight of other prisoners.
3.    The Superintendent denies that the vegetables given to   any
prisoner are as a rule grassy and uneatable.   Considering that there is a
large and excellent garden at Hyderabad Prison there is no reason why
this should be so.
4.    He was sentenced to rigorous (not simple) imprisonment and
therefore cannot be allowed to choose the work on which he *ha-H be
employed in jail.
5.    The Medical Officer of the Hyderabad Central Prison is at
present an Indian Officer of the I.M.S. who can be entirely trusted suit*
ably to regulate the diet of all prisoners according to the requirements of
their health and constitution.   He reports that Mr, Desai does not look
weak or debilitated.
In conclusion I may say that I inspected Hyderabad Prison three weeks
ago and on that occasion saw Mr. Desai. He did not complain to me of
any of the matters mentioned by you. His only request was that he
should be transferred, as the climate erf Hyderabad did not agree with him*
As there was no reason for thinking that such was the case, I did not
consider it necessary to take any action,
It is quite true that Mr. Desai made no complaint. He did
not because he thought he should not complain against officials
\vho were all Indians. He wanted to put up with the inconve-
nience. I knew that My. Desai was a hard-labour prisoner, but
even a hard-labour prisoner may ask for the kind of labour for
which he is best fitted. I have the pleasure of knowing well the
present Inspector General of Prisons, for he was the Superintendent
during the last months of my imprisonment. He is strict, but he is
1 Vide "Letter to GoL Mel", 13-11-1924.